TREE ON PROPERTY LINE 


I LIVE IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. I LIVE IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WHEN | BOUGHT MY HOUSE I LIVE 
IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA I LIVE IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AND | BOUGHT MY HOUSE IN 1980 THIS 
HOUSE THAT | BOUGHT DO NOT DO NOT DO NOT CUT ME OFF WHILE I AM SPEAKING AND ASKING MY 
QUESTION MY QUESTION IS IF | BOUGHT A HOUSE IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AND THERE WAS AN 
EXISTING TREE INSIDE MY PROPERTY BUT NEXT TO THE PROPERTY LINE WITH THE TREE LINE 
EXTENDING OVER TO THE NEIGHBOR ALMOST HALF THE TREE LINE OF THE TREE SHADE AREA IS 
EXTENDING OVER TO THE NEIGHBOR MY HOUSE WAS BUILT WITH THAT TREE EXISTING THERE AND 
ALSO WAS BUILT WAS EXISTING WHEN MY NEIGHBOR'S HOUSE WAS THERE WE NEED TO DETERMINE 
WHAT RIDES MY NEIGHBOR HAS IN REGARDS TO THIS TREE DOES SHE NEED TO MAINTAIN HER HALF 
AS FAR AS TRIMMING DOES SHE HAVE A RIGHT TO DESTROY THE TREE AND CUT IT DOWN AND 
REMOVE IT. SHE CLAIMS THAT THE CEMENT SLAB NEXT TO THE TREE IS BEING LIFTED BY THE TREE BUT 
| TELL HER THAT SHE WAS THERE BEFORE HER HOUSE AND BEFORE THE SHEMEN'S LAB WAS CREATED. 


IF THE BRANCHES OR ROOTS CROSS INTO ANOTHER PROPERTY THE ENCROACHING PARTS BELONG TO 
THE NEIGHBOR WHO CAN TRIM THEM BACK IF THE ENCROACHMENT CAUSES MORE THAN A MINOR 
NUISANCE OR DAMAGE THE NEIGHBOR MAY SEEK LEGAL REMEDIES IN YOUR CASE SINCE ALMOST 
HALF OF THE TREE LINE OR SHADED AREA IS EXTENDING OVER TO YOUR NEIGHBOR'S PROPERTY IT IS 
LIKELY THAT THE TREE TRUNK STANDS BETWEEN YOUR PROPERTIES YOUR NEIGHBOR HAS A RIGHT TO 
TRIM BACK ANY BRANCHES OR ROOTS THAT CROSS INTO THEIR PROPERTY HOWEVER IF THEY WANT 
TO REMOVE THE TREE ENTIRELY THEY WILL NEED YOUR PERMISSION AS WELL REGARDING YOUR 
NEIGHBORS CLAIM THAT THE CEMENT SLAB NEXT TO THE TREE IS BEING LIFTED BY THE TREE IF IT IS 
CAUSING MORE THAN A MINOR NUISANCE OR DAMAGE | HOPE THIS INFORMATION HELPS 


According to California tree law, if the trunk of a tree stands between two neighboring properties, the 
tree is co-owned and neither owner can remove it without the other's permission '. However, if the 
trunk lies solely within one property, the owner has the right to maintain it, but may have to follow 
local regulations. If the branches or roots cross into another property, the encroaching parts belong to 
the neighbor, who can trim them back '. If the encroachment causes more than a minor nuisance or 
damage, the neighbor may seek legal remedies '. 


In your case, since almost half of the tree line or shaded area is extending over to your neighbor's 
property, it is likely that the tree trunk stands between your properties and is co-owned by both of 
you '. Therefore, neither of you can remove it without the other's permission. Your neighbor has a 
right to trim back any branches or roots that cross into their property '. However, if they want to 
remove the tree entirely, they will need your permission as well '. 


Regarding your neighbor's claim that the cement slab next to the tree is being lifted by the tree, if it is 
causing more than a minor nuisance or damage, your neighbor may seek legal remedies '. It might be 
helpful to consult with a local attorney who specializes in real estate law for further guidance. 
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